CHAPTER XX
GENERAL AND SPECIAL ABILITIES

THERE are two questions concerning intellectual ability
which are continually cropping up, and which from different
aspects have an interest which is now philosophical, now
practical, now scientific, and now even mathematical In
the first place, is the degree of ability of which an individual
is capable due mainly to inherited qualities or is it mainly
decided by environmental influences ? In the second place,
is ability general or specific, can it be guided by schooling
and opportunity along any channel, or is its direction as
well as its amount settled by inborn fate ? The two are
closely connected; for if the answer to the first is that
environment is all important, then the second question is
already answered. On the other hand, if ability is mainly
inborn, it might yet only be decided by nature whether
the individual is to have a lot or a little of it, leaving to
nurture the decision whether the given amount shall be
invested in this or in that activity.

For their answer, moreover, these questions demand a
consideration of all sides of the mind, of the feelings and
the will as well as of the cognitive processes, of interest as
well as intellect. In theory, the intellectual powers may
be general, but yet inherited specific interests may impel
their owner to employ them in fixed directions, a result
practically indistinguishable from the inheritance of special
abilities. The question arises whether interest creates
ability or ability interest; and moreover, we all know men
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